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Breakthrough Generation Fellowship  
2008 Application  

 
 
 

Overview  
 
 
Breakthrough Generation - the new youth initiative  of the Breakthrough 
Institute - is now recruiting for a Fellowship Program that will select up to ten of 
the countryÕs top young organizers and thinkers to develop a vision and 
strategy for a new youth progressive movement.  We are seeking highly 
motivated, capable, and innovative  young leaders who are willing to challenge 
accepted political norms and possess an ability to think and work in new ways.  
 
 
Breakthrough Generation Fellows will receive a $5,000 grant to pursue a 
proposed project during the summer or fall of 2008; attend a one-week summer 
conference at the Breakthrough Institute; attend a spring and fall summit; 
partake in a series of guided readings and discussions with Fellows, the 
Breakthrough Institute Founders, and other advisors and experts; and have 
access to resources of the Breakthrough Institute throughout the year. 
 
 
Applications should be submitted by email to generation@thebreakthrough.org  
by 5:00 P.M. (PST) on March 21, 2008.  Finalists will be determined by March 24 th 
and may be asked to take part in a phone interview the following week before 
the Fellows are announced on March 28th.  
 
 
For those who are interested in becoming involved with Breakthrough 
Generation but cannot commit to a full Fellowship, we will select a limited 
number of individuals to participate in the April summit along with our Fellows  
and Advisors.  Please direct all questions to generation@thebreakthrough.org or 
visit the Breakthrough Generation webpage at www.breakthroughgen.org . 

 

 
WASHI NG T ON DC  O FF IC E OA KLA ND  O FF IC E 
1744 KILBOURNE PLACE, NW   436 14 T H  STREE T    
WASH INGTON, DC  20010   OAKL AND, C A 94530    
 
VO ICE:  202 - 588- 0632   VO ICE:  510 . 525. 9900   
FAX :  510- 288- 1325   EMAIL :  I NFO@THEB RE AK THROUGH .ORG   
 
WWW.THEBRE AK THROUGH.ORG  
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Goals and Principles  

 
Young people today are faced with an unprecedented opportunity to define a 
new politics for a new era.  In the wake of the collapse of the Bush presidency, 
amidst the drift of American political identities and the emergence of new 
political fault lines, youth are already taking the lead.  Young adults are shaping 
the course of the 2008 elections, and the youth climate movement has quickly 
become the largest student movement  in decades.  How young Americans seize 
this opportunity may define the course of this country for years to come. 
 
Breakthrough Generation aims to capture this moment by fostering the 
development of a new and powerful youth progressive movement capable of 
advancing large-scale solutions to todayÕs greatest challenges, transcending the 
narrow politics of the Baby Boomer Generation, and empowering a broad base 
of the next generation in a way that establishes new and lasting political 
identities.  
 
Breakthrough Generation Ð like its parent think tank, the Breakthrough In stitute 
Ð sees the creation of a new clean energy economy as the defining challenge and 
opportunity of our time and the center of the new progressive movement.  The 
pursuit of transformative action to create the new energy economy can 
overcome a comprehensive set of societal challenges while achieving greater 
global prosperity and security, and it exemplifies the type of expansive and 
aspirational politics the next generation needs in order to break through issue 
barriers and advance large, inspiring vision s. 
 
In pursuit of these goals, one of Breakthrough GenerationÕs primary efforts in 
2008 will be its Fellowship Program, which seeks to establish a founding group 
of the countryÕs most highly motivated and capable young leaders, foster their 
strategic vision and intellectual clarity, and support their work on innovative 
projects during the summer or fall that achieve on-the-ground local solutions 
and build the  larger movement for bold national  action on clean energy.  Our 
selection of these individuals will be determined by the quality of their project 
idea, their demonstration of a strategic plan and an ability to carry out its 
implementation, and the fulfillment of three overarching principles:  
 
 

1) Clean Economy:  does the proposed project accelerate the transition to 
a clean energy economy? 

 
2) Empowerment :  does the project empower others, particularly young 

people, to advance progressive social change? 
 

3) Transformation:  does the projectÕs local component have high 
potential to be replicable and scalable to support larger -scale 
transformation?  
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Fellowship Program  

 
 
Breakthrough Generation will select up to ten Fellows for its 2008 Fellowship 
Program.  Fellowships will include:  
 
 

!  $5,000 grant 
The grant is meant to provide personal financial support to the 
Fellows for the pursuit of their summer or fall projects.  If 
additional funds are necessary for project implementation, Fellows 
should be prepared to seek additional sources, with the support of 
the Breakthrough Institute;  
 

!  Spring summit  
Date: April 18-20th, 2008 
Location: to be determined 
Travel and lodging expenses covered 

 
!  Summer conference 

Date: June 15th Ð June 22nd, 2008 
Location: Breakthrough Institute, Oakland, California  
Travel and lodging expenses covered 

 
!  Fall summit  

Date: to be determined 
Location:  to be determined 
Travel and lodging expenses covered 

 
!  Readings and discussion program   

To be conducted throughout the year with the Fellows, 
Breakthrough Institute Founders, Breakthrough Generation 
Director, and other advisors and experts. 
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Fellowship  Eligibility  

 
"  Entrants must complete the application below and submit it to 

generation@thebreakthrough.org by 5:00 P.M. (PST) on March 21, 2008; 
 

"  Entrants must be commit ted to attending all scheduled meetings and 
partaking  in the reading and discussion program if they are selected; 

 
"  All entrants between the ages of 18-28 years are eligible; 

 
"  Entrants must find a faculty or other advisor for their project;  

 
"  Fellows will be required to submit monthly reports and a final review on 

their project.  
 
 

Participant  Program 
 
For those who are interested in becoming involved with Breakthrough 
Generation but cannot commit to a full Fellowship, we will select a limited 
number of individuals to participate in the April summit along with our Fellows 
and Advisors.  
 

"  Selected participants will attend Breakthrough GenerationÕs summit on 
April 18 -20, 2008; 

 
"  Participant applicants must complete Part I and II of the application below 

and submit to generation@thebreakthrough.org by 5:00 P.M. (PST) on 
March 21, 2008; 

 
"  Participant applicants should indicate that they are applying as participants 

instead of Fellows in Part I of the application, as well as include 
ÒParticipantÓ in the subject of their email submission; 

 
"  All applicants between the ages of 18-28 years are eligible; 
 
"  All  expenses but travel are covered for participants.  Breakthrough 

Generation will offer a limited number of travel scholarships as need is 
demonstrated. 
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Application  

 
Applications should be submitted by email to generation@thebreakthrough.org 
by 5:00 P.M. (PST) on March 21, 2008.  Applicants should use the editable 
document version of the application available on the website, 
www.breakthroughgen.org .  It can be directly downloaded from:  
 
 www.thebreakthrough.org/blog/BTG_Fellowship.doc   
 
Entrants will receive an email confirmation after submission.  Finalists will be 
determined by March 24 th and may be asked to take part in a phone interview 
the following week before Fellows are announ ced on March 28th.   
 
 

Part I  
 

A.  Personal Information  

Date: 
Name: 
E-mail:  
Current Mailing Address  
Street Address:  
City:     State:             Zip Code: 
 

Permanent Address (if different than Current Mailing Address)  

Street Address  
City             State            Zip Code 
Day Phone Number:  
Evening Phone Number:  

 
 

 

 

B.  Education 

 (check one) 
___ undergraduate              graduation year (expected or completed) ______________ 
___ graduate student           graduation year (expected or completed) ______________ 
___ professional school       graduation year (expected or completed) _____________ 

 
IF UNDERGRADUATE:  
Major:  
Minor (if applicable):  
Degree(s) Received/Expected & Date(s): 
School: 
Location:                                                      Dates Attended: 
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Name of School:  
Location:                          Dates Attended: 
  (Degrees/Date Received) 
 

 
OTHER SCHOOLS ATTENDED: 
Name of School:   
Location:                          Dates Attended: 
  (Degrees/Date Received) 
Name of School:  
Location:                          Dates Attended: 
  (Degrees/Date Received) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OTHER SCHOOLS ATTENDED: 

Name of School:   
Location:                          Dates Attended: 
  (Degrees/Date Received) 

GRADUATE/PROFESSIONAL STUDENTS 

Field of Graduate Study:  
Minor Field of Graduate Study (if applicable):  

Overall GPA:  
Degree(s) Received/Expected & Date(s): 

School: 
Location:                                                       Dates Attended:  

 

C.  Areas of Interest / Experience 

 
1.  In what issue or skill areas do you have a particular interest?  

Please check all that apply:  

____ Cognitive Science ____ Health/Health Care ____ Philosophy/Religion 
____ Community Building ____ International Affairs ____ Psychology 
____ Economics ____ Linguistics ____ Race/Gender Issues 
____ Education ____ Marketing/Business ____ Social Justice/Poverty 
____ Energy ____ Media/Communications ____ Sociology 
____ Environment ____ National Security ____ Statistics 
____ Government ____ Opinion Research ____ Writing/Blogging 
 ____ Political Organizing &    

         Campaigning 
____ Other Relevant Areas 
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2.  Have you taken classes or had work or volunteer experience in any of the 
following areas?  If so, please check all that apply . 

____ Cognitive Science ____ Health/Health Care ____ Philosophy/Religion 
____ Community Building ____ International Affairs ____ Psychology 
____ Economics ____ Linguistics ____ Race/Gender Issues 
____ Education ____ Marketing/Business ____ Social Justice/Poverty 
____ Energy ____ Media/Communications ____ Sociology 
____ Environment ____ National Security ____ Statistics 
____ Government ____ Opinion Research ____ Writing/Blogging 
 ____ Political Organizing &    

         Campaigning 
____ Other Relevant Areas 
 

 
 
3.  Are you applying for a Fellowship or the Participant Program?  

 
            ___ Fellowship           ____ Participant 

 
 
 

— End of Part I — 
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Part II  Ð Essay 

 
Note: the writing areas provided in Part II and III are not meant to serve as 
space limitations for your essays. 

 
 
A. What do you see as the central challenges and opportunities t o the 

advancement of todayÕs youth progressive movement, and how is your      
view informed by your activism?  (800-1000 words suggested) 
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B. (Participant applicants only) Why would you like to participate in the April 
summit, and how do you see yourself contributing?  

 
 

 

 
 
 

— End of Part II — 
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Part II I Ð Project Proposal 

 

 

 
A.  Brief project description ( 150 words or less) 
 

 

 
B.  Advisor Information  

Each project must have an advisor, faculty or other, who provides guidance but 
leaves the Fellow in control.  

 
 

Advisor Name:  ___________________________ 
 
Address:  ___________________________ 
                 
                 ___________________________ 
 
                 ___________________________ 
 
Email:  ___________________________ 
 
Telephone: _____________________ 
 
Please explain why you selected this particular advisor: 
 
 
 
 
 
Relationship to Fellow: 
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B.  Please provide a detailed description of you r project and implementation 

strategy: 
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C.  How do you see your project fulfilling Breakthrough GenerationÕs goals   
      and principles? 
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D.  What is your planned  implementation timeline for  your  project? 

 

 

 
 
E.  Will your project require ad ditional implementation costs?  If so, please 

create a detailed budget projection:  
 

 

 
 
I certify that the information provided in this application is complete and 
accurate to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that the falsification of any 
informati on will result in disqualification.        ______________________ 
 


